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Small Business Administration § 123.3

123.402 What businesses are eligible to apply
for pre-disaster mitigation loans?

123.403 When would my business not be eli-
gible to apply for a pre-disaster mitiga-
tion loan?

123.404 How much can my business borrow
with a pre-disaster mitigation loan?

123.405 What is the interest rate on a pre-
disaster mitigation loan?

123.406 How do I apply for a pre-disaster
mitigation loan and which loans will be
funded?

123.407 What happens if SBA denies or with-
draws my pre-disaster mitigation loan
application?

AUTHORITY: 15 U.S.C. 634(b)(6), 636(b), 636(c)
and 636(f); Pub. L. 102–395, 106 Stat. 1828, 1864;
and Pub. L. 103–75, 107 Stat. 739.

SOURCE: 61 FR 3304, Jan. 31, 1996, unless
otherwise noted.

OVERVIEW

§ 123.1 What do these rules cover?
This part covers the disaster loan

programs authorized under the Small
Business Act, 15 U.S.C. 636(b), (c), and
(f). Since SBA cannot predict the oc-
currence or magnitude of disasters, it
reserves the right to change the rules
in this part, without advance notice,
by publishing interim emergency regu-
lations in the FEDERAL REGISTER.

§ 123.2 What are disaster loans and
disaster declarations?

SBA offers low interest, fixed rate
loans to disaster victims, enabling
them to repair or replace property
damaged or destroyed in declared dis-
asters. It also offers such loans to af-
fected small businesses to help them
recover from economic injury caused
by such disasters. Disaster declarations
are official notices recognizing that
specific geographic areas have been
damaged by floods and other acts of na-
ture, riots, civil disorders, or industrial
accidents such as oil spills. These dis-
asters are sudden events which cause
severe physical damage, and do not in-
clude slower physical occurrences such
as shoreline erosion or gradual land
settling. Sudden physical events that
cause substantial economic injury may
be disasters even if they do not cause
physical damage to a victim’s prop-
erty. Past examples include ocean con-
ditions causing significant displace-

ment (major ocean currents) or closure
(toxic algae blooms) of customary fish-
ing waters, as well as contamination of
food or other products for human con-
sumption from unforeseeable and unin-
tended events beyond the control of the
victims.

§ 123.3 How are disaster declarations
made?

(a) There are four ways in which dis-
aster declarations are issued which
make SBA disaster loans possible:

(1) The President declares a Major
Disaster and authorizes Federal assist-
ance, including individual assistance
(temporary housing and Individual and
Family Grant Assistance).

(2) SBA makes a physical disaster
declaration, based on the occurrence of
at least a minimum amount of physical
damage to buildings, machinery, equip-
ment, inventory, homes and other
property. Such damage usually must
meet the following tests:

(i) In any county or other smaller po-
litical subdivision of a State or U.S.
possession, at least 25 homes or 25 busi-
nesses, or a combination of at least 25
homes, businesses, or other eligible in-
stitutions, each sustain uninsured
losses of 40 percent or more of the esti-
mated fair replacement value or pre-
disaster fair market value of the dam-
aged property, whichever is lower; or

(ii) In any such political subdivision,
at least three businesses each sustain
uninsured losses of 40 percent or more
of the estimated fair replacement value
or pre-disaster fair market value of the
damaged property, whichever is lower,
and, as a direct result of such physical
damage, 25 percent or more of the work
force in their community would be un-
employed for at least 90 days; and

(iii) The Governor of the State in
which the disaster occurred submits a
written request to SBA for a physical
disaster declaration by SBA (OMB Ap-
proval No. 3245–0121). This request
should be delivered to the SBA Dis-
aster Area Office serving the region
where the disaster occurred within 60
days of the date of the disaster.

(3) SBA makes an economic injury
disaster declaration in response to a
determination of a natural disaster by
the Secretary of Agriculture.
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